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A T - A - G L A N C E  
 

Mandatory Reporters of Child Abuse and Neglect 
 

 
 Each State designates individuals, typically by 
professional group, who are mandated by law to 
report child maltreatment.  Any person, however, 
may report incidents of abuse or neglect. 
 
 
Individuals Typically Mandated to Report 
 
 Individuals typically designated as mandatory 
reporters have frequent contact with children.  Such 
individuals include: 
 

 Health care workers; 

 School personnel; 

 Day-care providers; 

 Social workers; 

 Law enforcement officers; 

 Mental health professionals. 
 
 

                                                          

Some States also mandate animal control 
officers, veterinarians, commercial film or 
photograph processors, substance abuse counselors, 
and firefighters to report abuse or neglect.  Four 
States—Alaska, Arkansas, Connecticut, and South 
Dakota—include domestic violence workers on the 
list of mandated reporters.  Approximately1 18 States 
require all citizens to report suspected abuse or 
neglect regardless of profession. 
 
Standard for Making a Report 

 
 Typically, a report must be made when the 
reporter suspects or has reasons to suspect that a 
child has been abused or neglected. 

 
1  The word approximately is used to stress the fact that statutes are 

constantly being revised and updated. 

Privileged Communications 
 
 

                                                          

Approximately 26 States specify in their 
reporting laws when a communication is privileged.2 
Privileged communications, which is the statutory 
recognition of the right to maintain the 
confidentiality of communications between 
professionals and their clients or patients, are exempt 
from mandatory reporting laws. The privilege most 
widely recognized by the States is that of attorney-
client. The privilege pertaining to clergy-penitent 
also is frequently recognized, but limited to 
situations in which a clergy person becomes aware 
of child abuse through confessions or in the capacity 
of spiritual advisor. However, four States, New 
Hampshire, North Carolina, Rhode Island, and 
Texas, deny the clergy-penitent privilege. Very few 
States recognize the physician-patient and mental 
health professional-patient privileges as exempt from 
mandatory reporting laws. 

This summary is a product of the Child Abuse and Neglect State Statutes 
Series, which is produced by the National Clearinghouse on Child Abuse and 
Neglect Information. The Clearinghouse is a service of the Children’s 
Bureau, Administration for Children and Families, U.S. Department of Hea
and Human Servic
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The Statutes-at-a-Glance series highlight specific topics from the Child 
Abuse and Neglect State Statutes Compendium of Laws, presented in a table 
format to provide quick comparisons of statutory provisions across the State
The Compendium is a compilation of State laws on different topics related to 
child maltreatment reporting laws, central registries, permanency planning
and domestic violen
 
Electronic copies of this publication may be downloaded from the 
Clearinghouse Web site, located on the Internet at the URL listed below. To 
purchase print copies of this publication or for more information about the Child 
Abuse and Neglect State Statutes Series, contact the Clearin
 
National Clearinghouse on Child Abuse and Neglect Information 
330 C Street SW 
Washington, DC 20447 
1-800-FYI-3366 
E-mail: statutes@calib.com 
Web site: http://www.calib.com/nccanch/statutes/index.cfm 
 
We welcome your comments and  
suggestions about this publication. 

 

 
2 Privileged communications may be addressed in other sections of 

State law, typically in rules of evidence or civil procedure. 
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Mandatory Reporters of Child Abuse and Neglect  (Current through December 31, 2001) 
 

PROFESSIONS THAT MUST REPORT OTHERS WHO MUST REPORT 

STATE 
Health 
Care 

Mental 
Health 

Social 
Work 

Education/
Child Care 

Law 
Enforcement 

All 
Persons Other3 

STANDARD FOR 
REPORTING 

PRIVILEGED 
COMMUNI-

CATIONS 
ALABAMA 
§§ 26-14-3(a) 
 26-14-10 

       Any other person called 
upon to give aid or 
assistance to any child 

 Known or suspected  Attorney/client 

ALASKA 
§§ 47.17.020(a) 
 47.17.023 
 47.17.060 

       Paid employees of 
domestic violence and 
sexual assault programs 
and drug and alcohol 
treatment facilities 
 Members of a child 

fatality review team or 
multidisciplinary child 
protection team 
 Commercial or private 

film or photograph 
processors 

 Have reasonable 
cause to suspect 

 

ARIZONA 
§§ 13-3620(A) 
 8-805(B)-(C) 

       Parents 
 Anyone responsible for 

care or treatment of 
children 
 Clergy 

 Have reasonable 
grounds to believe 

 Clergy/penitent 
 Attorney/client 

ARKANSAS 
§ 12-12-507(b)-(c) 

       Prosecutors 
 Judges 
 Div. of Youth Services 

employees 
 Domestic violence 

shelter employees and 
volunteers 

 Have reasonable 
cause to suspect 
 Have observed 

conditions which 
would reasonably 
result 

 

CALIFORNIA 
Penal Code 
§§ 11166(a), (c) 
 11165.7(a) 
 

       Firefighters 
 Animal control officers 
 Commercial film and 

photographic print 
processors 
 Clergy 
 CASAs 

 Have knowledge of 
or observe 
 Know or reasonably 

suspect 

 Clergy/penitent 
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3  For a complete listing of individuals mandated to report suspected child maltreatment, see Department of Health and Human Services, Child Abuse and Neglect State Statute Compendium of Laws: Reporting Laws: 
Mandatory Reporters of Child Abuse and Neglect (2002). 



Mandatory Reporters of Child Abuse and Neglect  (Current through December 31, 2001) 
 

PROFESSIONS THAT MUST REPORT OTHERS WHO MUST REPORT 

STATE 
Health 
Care 

Mental 
Health 

Social 
Work 

Education/
Child Care 

Law 
Enforcement 

All 
Persons Other 

STANDARD FOR 
REPORTING 

PRIVILEGED 
COMMUNI-

CATIONS 
COLORADO 
§§ 19-3-304(1), (2), 
 (2.5) 
 19-3-311 

       Christian Science 
practitioners 
 Veterinarians 
 Firefighters 
 Victim advocates 
 Commercial film and 

photographic print 
processors 

 Have reasonable 
cause to know or 
suspect 
 Have observed 

conditions which 
would reasonably 
result 

 

CONNECTICUT 
§§ 17a-101(b) 
 17a-103(a) 

       Substance abuse 
counselors 
 Sexual assault 

counselors 
 Battered women’s 

counselors 
 Clergy 
 Child advocates 

 Have reasonable 
cause to suspect or 
believe 

 

DELAWARE 
tit. 16, § 903 
tit. 16, § 909 

        Know or in good 
faith suspect 

 Attorney/client 
 Clergy/penitent 

DISTRICT OF 
COLUMBIA 
§§ 4-1321.02 (a), (b), 

s(d) 
 4-1321.05 

        Know or have 
reasonable cause to 
suspect 

 

FLORIDA 
§§ 39.201(1) 
 39.204 

       Judges 
 Religious healers 

 Know or have 
reasonable cause to 
suspect 

 Attorney/client 

GEORGIA 
§§ 19-7-5(c)(1), (g) 
 16-12-100(c) 

       Persons who produce 
visual or printed matter 

 Have reasonable 
cause to believe 

 

HAWAII 
§§ 350-1.1(a) 
 350-5 

       Employees of 
recreational or sports 
activities 

 Have reason to 
believe 

 

IDAHO 
§§ 16-1619(a), (c) 
 16-1620 

        Have reason to 
believe 
 Have observed 

conditions which 
would reasonably 
result 

 Clergy/penitent 
 Attorney/client 
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Mandatory Reporters of Child Abuse and Neglect  (Current through December 31, 2001) 
 

PROFESSIONS THAT MUST REPORT OTHERS WHO MUST REPORT 

STATE 
Health Mental Social Education/ Law All STANDARD FOR 

REPORTING 

PRIVILEGED 
COMMUNI-

CATIONS Care Health Work Child Care Enforcement Persons Other 
ILLINOIS 
325 ILCS 5/4 
720 ILCS 5/11-20.2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       Homemakers, substance 
abuse treatment 
personnel 
 Christian Science 

practitioners 
 Funeral home directors 
 Commercial film and 

photographic print 
processors 

 Have reasonable 
cause to believe 

 

INDIANA 
§§ 31-33-5-1 
 31-33-5-2 
 31-32-11-1 

       Staff member of any 
public or private 
institution, school, 
facility, or agency

 Have reason to 
believe 

 

IOWA 
§§ 232.69(1)(a)-(b) 
 728.14(1) 
        232.74 

       Commercial film and 
photographic print 
processors 
 Employees of sub-

stance abuse programs 
 Coaches 

 Reasonably believe  

KANSAS 
§ 38-1522(a), (b) 

       Firefighters 
 Juvenile intake and 

assessment workers 

 Have reason to 
suspect 

 

KENTUCKY 
§§ 620.030(1), (2) 
 620.050(2) 

        Know or have 
reasonable cause to 
believe 

 Attorney/client 
 Clergy/penitent 

LOUISIANA 
Ch. Code art. 603(13) 
Ch. Code art. 609(A)(1) 
Ch. Code art. 610(F) 

       Commercial film or 
photographic print 
processors 
 Mediators 

 Have cause to 
believe 

 Clergy/penitent 
 Christian Science 

practitioner 

MAINE 
tit. 22, § 4011(1) 
tit. 22, § 4015 

       Guardians ad litem and 
CASAs  
 Fire inspectors 
 Commercial film 

processors 
 Homemakers 

 Know or have 
reasonable cause to 
suspect 

 Clergy/penitent 
 

 
Readers should not rely on this summary for legal advice.   National Clearinghouse on Child Abuse and Neglect Information 
Page 4  February 2002 



Mandatory Reporters of Child Abuse and Neglect  (Current through December 31, 2001) 
 
 

PROFESSIONS THAT MUST REPORT OTHERS WHO MUST REPORT 

STATE 
Health 
Care 

Mental 
Health 

Social 
Work 

Education/
Child Care 

Law 
Enforcement 

All 
Persons Other 

STANDARD FOR 
REPORTING 

PRIVILEGED 
COMMUNI-

CATIONS 
MARYLAND 
Family Law 
§§ 5-704(a) 
 5-705(a) 

        Have reason to 
believe 

 Attorney/client 
 Clergy/penitent 

MASSACHUSETTS 
ch. 119, § 51A 
ch. 119, § 51B 

       Drug and alcoholism 
counselors 
 Probation and parole 

officers 
 Clerks/magistrates of 

district courts 
 Firefighters 

 Have reasonable 
cause to believe 

 

MICHIGAN 
§ 722.623 (1),  (8) 
 722.631 

        Have reasonable 
cause to suspect 

 Attorney/client 

MINNESOTA 
§§ 626.556 Subd. 
 3(a), 8  

        Know or have 
reason to believe 

 Clergy/penitent 

MISSISSIPPI 
§ 43-21-353(1) 

       Attorneys 
 Ministers 

 Have reasonable 
cause to suspect 

 

MISSOURI 
§§ 210.115(1) 
 568.110 
 210.140 

       Persons with 
responsibility for care 
of children 
 Christian Science 

practitioners 
 Probation/parole officers 
 Commercial film 

processors 
 Internet service 

providers 

 Have reasonable 
cause to suspect 
 Have observed 

conditions which 
would reasonably 
result 

 Attorney/client 
 Clergy/penitent 

MONTANA 
§ 41-3-201(1)-(2), (4) 

       Guardians ad litem 
 Clergy 
 Religious healers 
 Christian Science 

practitioners 

 Know or have 
reasonable cause to 
suspect 

 Clergy/penitent 
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Mandatory Reporters of Child Abuse and Neglect  (Current through December 31, 2001) 
 
 

PROFESSIONS THAT MUST REPORT OTHERS WHO MUST REPORT 

STATE 
Health 
Care 

Mental 
Health 

Social 
Work 

Education/
Child Care 

Law 
Enforcement 

All 
Persons Other 

STANDARD FOR 
REPORTING 

PRIVILEGED 
COMMUNI-

CATIONS 
NEBRASKA 
§§ 28-711(1) 
 28-714 

        Have reasonable 
cause to believe 
 Have observed 

conditions which 
would reasonably 
result 

 

NEVADA 
§§ 432B.220(3), (5) 
 432B.250 

       Clergy 
 Religious healers 
 Alcohol/drug abuse 

counselors 
 Christian Science 

practitioners 
 Probation officers 
 Attorneys 
 Youth shelter workers 

 Know or have 
reason to believe  

 Clergy/penitent 
 Attorney/client 

NEW HAMPSHIRE 
§§ 169-C:29 
 169-C:32 

       Christian Science 
practitioners 
 Clergy 

 Have reason to 
suspect 

 Attorney/client 
 Clergy/penitent 

privilege denied 
NEW JERSEY 
§ 9:6-8.10 

        Have reasonable 
cause to believe 

 

NEW MEXICO 
§§ 32A-4-3(A) 
 32A-4-5(A) 

       Judges  Know or have 
reasonable suspicion 

 

NEW YORK 
Soc. Serv. Law 
§ 413(1) 

       Alcoholism/substance 
abuse counselors 
 District Attorneys 
 Christian Science 

practitioners 

 Have reasonable 
cause to suspect 

 

NORTH CAROLINA 
§§ 7B-301 
 7B-310 

       Any institution  Have cause to 
suspect 

 Attorney/client 
 Clergy/penitent 

privilege denied 
NORTH DAKOTA 
§§ 50-25.1-03 
 50-25.1-10 

       Clergy 
 Religious healers 
 Addiction counselors 

 Have knowledge of 
or reasonable cause 
to suspect 

 Clergy/penitent 
 Attorney/client 

 
Readers should not rely on this summary for legal advice.   National Clearinghouse on Child Abuse and Neglect Information 
Page 6  February 2002 



Mandatory Reporters of Child Abuse and Neglect  (Current through December 31, 2001) 
 
 

PROFESSIONS THAT MUST REPORT OTHERS WHO MUST REPORT 

STATE 
Health 
Care 

Mental 
Health 

Social 
Work 

Education/
Child Care 

Law 
Enforcement 

All 
Persons Other 

STANDARD FOR 
REPORTING 

PRIVILEGED 
COMMUNI-

CATIONS 
OHIO 
§ 2151.421(A)(1), 
 (A)(2), (G)(1)(b) 
  

       Attorneys 
 Religious healers 

 

 Know or suspect  Attorney/client 
 Physician/patient 

OKLAHOMA 
tit. 10, § 7103(A)(1) 
tit. 10, § 7104 
tit. 10, § 7113 
tit. 21, § 1021.4 

       Commercial film and 
photographic print 
processors 

 Have reason to 
believe 

 

OREGON 
§§ 419B.005(3) 
 419B.010(1) 

       Attorneys 
 Clergy 
 Firefighters 
 CASAs 

 Have reasonable 
cause to believe 

 Mental health/ 
patient 
 Clergy/penitent 
 Attorney/client 

PENNSYLVANIA 
§ 23-6311(a),(b) 
 

       Funeral directors 
 Christian Science 

practitioners 
 Clergy 

 Have reasonable 
cause to suspect 

 Clergy/penitent 

RHODE ISLAND 
§§ 40-11-3(a) 
 40-11-6(a) 
 40-11-11 

        Have reasonable 
cause to know or 
suspect 

 Attorney/client 
 Clergy/penitent 

privilege denied 

SOUTH CAROLINA 
§§ 20-7-510(A) 
 20-7-550 
 

       Judges 
 Funeral home directors 

and employees 
 Christian Science 

practitioners 
 Film processors 
 Religious healers 
 Substance abuse 

treatment staff 
 Computer technicians 

 Have reason to 
believe 

 Attorney/client 
 Priest/penitent 
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Mandatory Reporters of Child Abuse and Neglect  (Current through December 31, 2001) 
 
 

PROFESSIONS THAT MUST REPORT OTHERS WHO MUST REPORT 

STATE 
Health 
Care 

Mental 
Health 

Social 
Work 

Education/
Child Care 

Law 
Enforcement 

All 
Persons Other 

STANDARD FOR 
REPORTING 

PRIVILEGED 
COMMUNI-

CATIONS 
SOUTH DAKOTA 
§§ 26-8A-3 
 26-8A-15 

       Chemical dependency 
counselors 
 Religious healers 
 Parole or court services 

officers 
 Employees of domestic 

abuse shelters 

 Have reasonable 
cause to suspect 

 

TENNESSEE 
§§ 37-1-403(a) 
 37-1-605(a) 
 37-1-411 

       Judges 
 Neighbors 
 Relatives 
 Friends 
 Religious healers 

 Knowledge 
of/reasonably know 
 Have reasonable 

cause to suspect 

 

TEXAS 
Family Code 
§§ 261.101(a)-(c) 
 261.102 

       Juvenile probation or 
detention officers 
 Employees or clinics 

that  provide 
reproductive services 

 Have cause to 
believe 

 Clergy/penitent 
privilege denied 

UTAH 
§§ 62A-4a-403(1)-(3) 
 62A-4a-412(5) 

        Have reason to 
believe 
 Have observed 

conditions which 
would reasonably 
result 

 Clergy/penitent 

VERMONT 
tit. 33, § 4913(a) 

       Camp administrators 
and counselors 
 Probation officers 

 Have reasonable 
cause to believe 

 

VIRGINIA 
§ 63.1-248.3(A) 
       63.1-248.11 

       Mediators 
 Christian Science 

practitioners 
 Probation officers 
 CASAs 

 Have reason to 
suspect 

 

WASHINGTON 
§§ 26.44.030 (1), (2)  
 26.44.060(3) 

       Any adult with whom a 
child resides 
 Responsible living skills 

program staff 

 Have reasonable 
cause to believe 
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Mandatory Reporters of Child Abuse and Neglect  (Current through December 31, 2001) 
 

PROFESSIONS THAT MUST REPORT OTHERS WHO MUST REPORT 

STATE 
Health Mental Social Education/ Law All STANDARD FOR 

REPORTING 

PRIVILEGED 
COMMUNI-

CATIONS Care Health Work Child Care Enforcement Persons Other 
WEST VIRGINIA 
§§ 49-6A-2 
 49-6A-7 

       Clergy 
 Religious healers 
 Judges, family law 

masters or magistrates 
 Christian Science 

practitioners 

 Reasonable cause to 
suspect 
 When believe 
 Have observed 

 Attorney/client 
 Clergy/penitent 

privilege denied 

WISCONSIN 
§ 48.981(2), (2m)(c), 
 (2m)(d) 
 

       Alcohol or drug abuse 
counselors 
 Mediators 
 Financial and 

employment planners 
 CASAs 

 Have reasonable 
cause to suspect 
 Have reason to 

believe 

 

WYOMING 
§§ 14-3-205(a) 
 14-3-210 

        Know or have 
reasonable cause to 
believe or suspect 
 Have observed 

conditions which 
would reasonably 
result 

 Attorney/client 
 Physician/patient  
 Clergy/penitent 

TOTALS, ALL 
STATES 

48        40 44 46 41 18 N/A N/A 26 
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